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1
SURGICAL DELIVERY INSTRUMENT AND
METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to medical devices
for the treatment of musculoskeletal disorders, and more par-
ticularly to a surgical delivery instrument and method, which
include a needle having a guide wire for advancing surgical
components and being configured to prevent undesired
advancement within tissue.

BACKGROUND

Spinal disorders such as degenerative disc disease, disc
herniation, osteoporosis, spondylolisthesis, stenosis, scolio-
sis and other curvature abnormalities, kyphosis, tumor, and
fracture may result from factors including trauma, disease
and degenerative conditions caused by injury and aging. Spi-
nal disorders typically result in symptoms including pain,
nerve damage, and partial or complete loss of mobility.

Non-surgical treatments, such as medication, rehabilita-
tion and exercise can be effective, however, may fail to relieve
the symptoms associated with these disorders. Surgical treat-
ment of these spinal disorders includes fusion, fixation, dis-
cectomy, laminectomy and implantable prosthetics. Fusion
and fixation treatment may employ implants such as inter-
body fusion devices to achieve arthrodesis. Implants may also
be used in other treatments such as arthroplasty. Surgical
treatments employing minimally invasive techniques may use
a guide wire for advancing an implant to a surgical site. This
disclosure describes an improvement over these prior art
technologies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, a surgical delivery instrument and related
methods are provided for treating musculoskeletal disorders.
It is contemplated that the surgical delivery instrument and
methods disclosed include a needle having a guide wire for
advancing surgical components. It is further contemplated
that the guide wire is configured to prevent undesired
advancement within tissue.

In one particular embodiment, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure, a surgical instrument is pro-
vided. The surgical instrument includes a needle extending
between a proximal end and a distal end. The needle defines
a longitudinal axis. The needle includes an elongated cavity
that defines an opening disposed proximal to the distal end. A
wire extends between a proximal end and a distal end config-
ured for fixation with tissue. The wire is configured for mov-
able disposal within the cavity. The distal end of the wire
includes a retainer configured to prevent advancement of the
retainer within the tissue.

In one embodiment, the surgical instrument includes a
guide wire extending between a proximal end and a distal
end. The guide wire is configured for slidable movement
within the elongated cavity. The distal end of the guide wire
includes a flexible anchor. The flexible anchor is movable
between a first orientation and a second orientation such that
the anchor is expanded for removable fixation with tissue and
in a configuration to prevent further advancement of the
anchor within the tissue.

In one embodiment, the surgical instrument includes the
needle including an outer surface that defines an open groove
including an opening disposed proximal to the distal end. The
needle includes a guide wire configured for slidable move-
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ment within the groove. The guide wire extends between a
proximal end and a distal end. The distal end includes a
flexible anchor having a blunt tip. A sleeve is disposed about
the needle. An actuator is connected to the needle and the
sleeve to effect movement of the anchor between a first ori-
entation such that the anchor is disposed in a collapsed con-
figuration with the needle and a second, deployed orientation
such that the anchor is expanded for fixation with tissue. The
blunt tip is disposed to prevent further advancement of the
anchor within the tissue.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will become more readily apparent
from the specific description accompanied by the following
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a sur-
gical instrument in accordance with the principles of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the surgical instrument
shown in FIG. 1 with parts separated;

FIG. 3 is a plan view in cross section of the surgical instru-
ment shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, perspective view of a distal end of the
surgical instrument shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged, perspective view of the distal end of
the surgical instrument shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a side view of a wire of the surgical instrument
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, side cutaway view of a retainer of the
wire shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is an enlarged, perspective view of the distal end of
the surgical instrument shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a side view in part cross section of the surgical
instrument shown in FIG. 1 and a surgical site of a body;

FIG. 10 is a side view in part cross section of the surgical
instrument and the surgical site shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the surgical instrument
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of the surgical instrument
shown in FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is a side view in part cross section of the surgical
instrument and the surgical site shown in FIG. 10;

FIG. 14 is a side view in part cross section of the wire
shown in FIG. 6 and the surgical site shown in FIG. 13;

FIG. 15 is a side view in part cross section of the wire and
the surgical site shown in FIG. 14;

FIG. 16 is an enlarged, cutaway perspective view of one
embodiment of a distal end of the needle of the surgical
instrument shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 17A is a cutaway, side cross section view of the distal
end of the needle shown in FIG. 16 and one embodiment of a
wire of the surgical instrument shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 17B-17F are cutaway side views of the needle and
the wire shown in FIG. 17A,;

FIGS. 18A-18F are cutaway side views of the distal end of
the needle shown in FIG. 16 and one embodiment of a wire of
the surgical instrument shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 19 is a cutaway perspective view of one embodiment
of the distal end of the needle of the surgical instrument
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 20 is a cutaway perspective view of one embodiment
of the distal end of the needle of the surgical instrument
shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 21A-21B are side cutaway views of one embodi-
ment of the distal end of the wire shown in FIG. 6; and
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FIGS. 21C-21D are cutaway perspective views of the distal
end shown in FIGS. 21A-21B.

Like reference numerals indicate similar parts throughout
the figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The exemplary embodiments of the surgical delivery
instrument and related methods of use disclosed are discussed
in terms of medical devices for the treatment of musculosk-
eletal disorders and more particularly, in terms of a surgical
delivery instrument and method. The surgical delivery instru-
ment includes a needle having a guide wire for advancing
surgical components. The guide wire has a distal end that is
configured to prevent undesired advancement of the guide
wire within tissue. It is envisioned that the surgical delivery
instrument and methods of use disclosed prevent unintended
injury to the body of a patient with a guide wire that elimi-
nates undesired advancement within tissue during delivery of
surgical components to a surgical site. It is further envisioned
that the surgical delivery instrument is configured to deliver
various surgical components such as, for example, implants,
drills and other tools. The surgical delivery instrument and
method may be employed with an imaging or surgical navi-
gation system.

It is envisioned that the present disclosure may be
employed to treat spinal disorders such as, for example,
degenerative disc disease, disc herniation, osteoporosis,
spondylolisthesis, stenosis, scoliosis and other curvature
abnormalities, kyphosis, tumor and fractures. It is contem-
plated that the present disclosure may be employed with other
osteal and bone related applications, including those associ-
ated with diagnostics and therapeutics. It is further contem-
plated that the disclosed surgical delivery instrument may be
employed in a surgical treatment with a patient in a prone or
supine position, and/or employ various surgical approaches
to the spine, including anterior, posterior, posterior mid-line,
lateral, postero-lateral, and/or antero-lateral approaches, and
in other body regions. The present disclosure may also be
alternatively employed with procedures for treating the lum-
bar, cervical, thoracic and pelvic regions of a spinal column.
The system and methods of the present disclosure may also be
used on animals, bone models and other non-living sub-
strates, such as, for example, in training, testing and demon-
stration.

The present invention may be understood more readily by
reference to the following detailed description of the inven-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying drawing
figures, which form a part of this disclosure. It is to be under-
stood that this invention is not limited to the specific devices,
methods, conditions or parameters described and/or shown
herein, and that the terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments by way of example
only and is not intended to be limiting of the claimed inven-
tion. Also, as used in the specification and including the
appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the”
include the plural, and reference to a particular numerical
value includes at least that particular value, unless the context
clearly dictates otherwise. Ranges may be expressed herein as
from “about” or “approximately” one particular value and/or
to “about” or “approximately” another particular value.
When such a range is expressed, another embodiment
includes from the one particular value and/or to the other
particular value. Similarly, when values are expressed as
approximations, by use of the antecedent “about,” it will be
understood that the particular value forms another embodi-
ment. It is also understood that all spatial references, such as,
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for example, horizontal, vertical, top, upper, lower, left and
right, are for illustrative purposes only and can be varied
within the scope of the disclosure. For example, the refer-
ences “upper” and “lower” are relative and used only in the
context to the other, and are not necessarily “superior” and
“inferior”.

The following discussion includes a description of a sur-
gical delivery instrument and related methods of employing
the surgical delivery instrument in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure. Alternate embodiments are
also disclosed. Reference will now be made in detail to the
exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure, which are
illustrated in the accompanying figures. Turning now to
FIGS. 1-8, there is illustrated components of a surgical deliv-
ery instrument 30 in accordance with the principles of the
present disclosure.

The components of surgical delivery instrument 30 are
fabricated from materials suitable for medical applications,
including metals, polymers, ceramics, biocompatible materi-
als and/or their composites, depending on the particular appli-
cation and/or preference of a medical practitioner. For
example, the components of surgical delivery instrument 30,
individually or collectively, and which may be monolithically
formed or integrally connected, can be fabricated from mate-
rials such as stainless steel, stainless steel alloys, titanium,
titanium alloys, super-elastic titanium alloys, cobalt-chrome
alloys, shape memory materials, such as super-elastic metal-
lic alloys (e.g., Nitinol, super-elastic plastic metals, such as
GUM METAL® manufactured by Toyotsu Material Incorpo-
rated of Japan), thermoplastics such as polyaryletherketone
(PAEK) including polyetheretherketone (PEEK), polyether-
ketoneketone (PEKK) and polyetherketone (PEK), carbon-
PEEK composites, PEEK-BaSO, polymeric rubbers, bio-
compatible materials such as polymers including plastics,
metals, ceramics and composites thereof, rigid polymers
including polyphenylene, polyamide, polyimide, polyether-
imide, polyethylene, and epoxy. Various components of sur-
gical delivery instrument 30 may have material composites,
including the above materials, to achieve various desired
characteristics such as strength, rigidity, elasticity, compli-
ance, biomechanical performance, durability and radiolu-
cency or imaging preference.

Surgical delivery instrument 30 is configured to deliver
surgical components to a surgical site at a desired location and
trajectory to perform a surgical treatment. Surgical delivery
instrument 30 includes a needle 32 extending between a
proximal end 34 and a distal end 36. Needle 32 defines a
longitudinal axis a and an outer surface 38. Needle 32 has a
smooth or even outer surface 38 and a cylindrical cross-
section. It is envisioned that the outer surface of needle 32
may be rough, textured, porous, semi-porous, dimpled and/or
polished. It is further envisioned that the cross-sectional
geometry of needle 32 may have various configurations, such
as, for example, round, oval, oblong, triangular, polygonal,
irregular, uniform, non-uniform, consistent or variable. Distal
end 36 has a sharpened configuration for penetrating tissue. It
is contemplated that tissue includes soft tissue, cartilage and/
or bone.

Proximal end 34 is connected to a handle 40 configured for
manipulation by a medical practitioner during use. Handle 40
includes a first section 42 and a second section 44 that are
assembled via posts 46 to support an actuator, such as, for
example, a trigger housing 48. Housing 40 has a substantially
cylindrical cross-section configured for gripping by a medical
practitioner. It is contemplated that handle 40 may have other
cross-sectional geometries such as those described herein.



US 9,066,770 B2

5

Trigger housing 48 defines a passageway 50 for slidable
support of needle 32 to facilitate movement of needle 32
relative thereto.

A stop 52 is mounted with proximal end 34 and is disposed
within a cavity 54 defined by handle 40 upon assembly of
sections 42, 44. Stop 52 has a planar surface 56 for engaging
an interior surface of handle 40, as will be described. A sleeve
58 is mounted to trigger housing 48 and is disposed about
outer surface 38 for slidable support of needle 32 and to
facilitate relative movement thereto. It is envisioned that the
inner cross sectional geometry of sleeve 58 corresponds to the
outer surface of needle 32.

Handle 40 includes a safety element, such as, for example,
a slide 60 configured to prevent undesired or inadvertent
actuation of needle 32. Slide 60 includes opposing buttons 62
mounted in cavities 64 of trigger housing 48. Buttons 62 are
connected with resiliently biased spring element 66 mounted
within trigger housing 48 by locks 68, which define slots 70
that are configured to facilitate actuation of needle 32.

Upon assembly of handle 40, stop 52 includes wings 72
that are disposed within cavities 54. In a first position (FIG.
1), buttons 62 are in an upward orientation and slots 70 are out
of alignment with wings 72 such that needle 32 is in a first
position and prevented from forward advancement.

In a second position (FIG. 11), buttons 62 are manipulated
against the bias of spring element 66, in the direction shown
by arrows A, and slid in the direction shown by arrow B,
downward such that locks 68 slide and slots 70 are brought
into alignment with wings 72 such that needle 32 is released
and advanceable for actuation, as will be described. Trigger
housing 48 is manipulated and/or squeezed, in the direction
shown by arrow C in FIG. 12, within a cavity 74 of handle 40
to actuate needle 32 from a first position (FIGS. 4, 11) to a
second position (FIGS. 5, 12).

Needle 32 includes a guide wire 76 configured for relative
slidable movement within an elongated cavity, such as, for
example, a open groove 78 of needle 32. Open groove 78
defines an opening 80 disposed proximal to distal end 36.
Groove 78 also defines an opening (not shown) adjacent
proximal end 34 configured to receive guide wire 76 and
facilitate loading of guide wire 76 with needle 32 in trigger
housing 48. Guide wire 76 is advanced along groove 78 for
assembly therewith. It is contemplated that this loading con-
figuration of needle 32 and guide wire 76 facilitates reuse of
surgical delivery instrument 30 including guide wire 76
including multiple reuse. It is further contemplated that sur-
gical delivery instrument 30 or one or a plurality of its com-
ponents are disposable. Groove 78 is non-coaxial with longi-
tudinal axis a.

Guide wire 76 is configured for slidable movement within
groove 78 relative to needle 32. Guide wire 76 extends along
groove 78 and through opening 80. Guide wire 76 extends
between a proximal end 84 and a distal end 86. Distal end 86
includes a retainer, such as, for example, a flexible anchor 88.
Anchor 88 is configured for fixation with tissue and includes
a tip 90. Tip 90 has a blunt configuration and prevents undes-
ired advancement of anchor 88 within tissue. It is contem-
plated that anchor 88 is temporarily and/or removably fixed
with tissue. It is further contemplated that anchor 88 may be
implantable with tissue.

Needle 32 defines a reduced diameter portion 92 disposed
between distal end 36 and opening 80. Reduced diameter
portion 92 is configured for disposal of anchor 88. Anchor 88
has a helical coil configuration that is disposed circumferen-
tially about reduced diameter portion 92.

In the first position of needle 32, as shown in FIG. 4, anchor
88 is disposed about reduced diameter portion 92 in a first
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6

orientation (FIG. 5) such that anchor 88 is in an unexpanded,
collapsed configuration. Anchor 88 is fixed with needle 32
and prevented from disengagement with reduced diameter
portion 92 due to its collapsed configuration. Anchor 88 is
flexible and movable, via actuation from and manipulation of
guide wire 76 with handle 40 and trigger housing 48, between
the first orientation and a second, deployed orientation, as
shown in FIG. 8. As needle 32 is actuated and moved to its
second position, as shown in FIG. 5, anchor 88 is disposed
about reduced diameter portion 92 and is in the first orienta-
tion. Distal end 86 extends beyond sleeve 58 and anchor 88
remains collapsed and unexpanded.

Needle 32 is rotated via manipulation of handle 40 and/or
trigger housing 48 such that tip 90 engages tissue. Further
rotation of needle 32 generates a resistive force transmitted
through the coil of anchor 88, due to the corresponding rota-
tion of guide wire 76 and engagement of tip 90 with tissue,
which in turn causes anchor 88 to expand radially outward
from reduced diameter portion 92. Anchor 88 expands to the
second orientation, as shown in FIG. 8, and the outer surface
of'the coil configuration of anchor 88 frictionally engages the
tissue such that guide wire 76 is disposed in a fixed position
with the tissue at a desired location at the surgical site. Blunt
tip 90 prevents further advancement of distal end 86 within
the tissue.

Needle 32 is removable from guide wire 76 such that distal
end 36 can pass through anchor 88 in the second orientation,
away from the surgical site. Guide wire 76 passes through
groove 78 and disengages therefrom via exiting from opening
80. Surgical components can be advanced to the surgical site
over guide wire 76 at a desired location and trajectory, as will
be described.

It is contemplated that anchor 88 is removably fixed with
tissue and is movable from the second orientation to the first
orientation to disengage from the tissue. Upon completion of
a surgical treatment, adjustment of guide wire 76 and/or other
uses, guide wire 76 is rotated in an opposing direction to
relieve the tension in distal end 86 associated with the resis-
tive force generated to force anchor 88 to the first orientation.
Anchor 88 collapses and anchor 88 returns to the first second
orientation. It is envisioned that anchor 88 has a shape
memory configuration to facilitate movement of anchor 88
between the first orientation and the second orientation, for
example, fabrication from a shape memory material, such as
those described herein.

As anchor 88 collapses to the first orientation, the outer
surface of anchor 88 is released from frictional engagement
with the tissue. Guide wire 76 is removed from or adjusted
within the surgical site. In one embodiment, anchor 88 col-
lapses and returns to the first orientation for disposal about
reduced diameter portion 92. With anchor 88 being coiled
about reduced diameter portion 92 in the first orientation,
needle 32 is manipulated to its first position within sleeve 58.

Itis contemplated that all of guide wire 76 or only a portion
thereof, such as, for example, anchor 88 has a smooth or even
surface. It is further contemplated that all or only a portion of
guide wire 76 may have an outer surface that is rough, tex-
tured, dimpled and/or polished. Guide wire 76 has a substan-
tially cylindrical cross-section. It is envisioned thatall or only
portion of guide wire 76 may have various cross-sectional
geometries such as those described herein. It is further envi-
sioned that portions of guide wire 76 many have rigid, flexible
and/or a shape memory configuration.

In assembly, operation and use, surgical delivery instru-
ment 30 is assembled as described above and employed with
a minimally invasive surgical procedure with a section of a
spine of a patient. Guide wire 76 facilitates advancement and



US 9,066,770 B2

7

positioning of surgical components to a surgical site within
the patient’s body. It is envisioned that surgical delivery
instrument 30 may be employed for performing spinal sur-
geries, such as, for example, discectomy, laminectomy,
fusion, laminotomy, laminectomy, nerve root retraction, fora-
menotomy, facetectomy, decompression, spinal nucleus or
disc replacement, bone graft and implantation of prosthetics
including plates, rods, and bone engaging fasteners used in
any existing surgical method or technique including open
surgery, mini-open surgery, minimally invasive surgery and
percutaneous surgical implantation.

For example, surgical delivery instrument 30 is employed
with a percutaneous approach for treating the spine section. A
cannula, mini-open retractor, tube, a sleeve for slidable sup-
port of sleeve 58, only sleeve 58 and/or an incision provides a
protected passageway for surgical delivery instrument 30
such that surgical components can be advanced over guide
wire 76 to the surgical site. A medical practitioner will make
an incision in the skin of a patient’s body to create a protected
passageway 94 over and in approximate alignment with ver-
tebrae V at the surgical site. A sleeve or other dilator may be
employed to separate the muscles and tissues to create pas-
sageway 94 through which the surgery may be performed.
Passageway 94 allows for the insertion and use of surgical
delivery instrument 30. It is contemplated that sleeve 58 may
be configured as an in-situ guidance instrument and may
include an endoscope camera tip.

Passageway 94 is created and extends from the incision to
adjacent vertebrae V. A bore 96 is pre-drilled in tissue, such
as, for example, bone of vertebrae V prior to insertion of
sleeve 58. Bore 96 is configured to receive distal end 36. Itis
envisioned that passageway 94 is disposed at various angular
orientations relative to vertebrae V. It is further envisioned
that passageway 94 may extend outside a patient’s body using
various instruments as described herein.

Surgical delivery instrument 30 is inserted within passage-
way 94, as shown in FIG. 9. Sleeve 58 is inserted along
passageway 94, and distal end 36 is forced into bore 96 and
into engagement with an end portion thereof. Needle 32 is
disposed in its first position (FIG. 4). Buttons 62 are
depressed in the direction shown by arrows A and slid in the
direction shown by arrow B such that needle 32 is released
and advanceable for actuation, as shown in FIG. 11 and
described above.

Trigger housing 48 is manipulated in the direction shown
by arrow C to actuate needle 32 from its first position to its
second position, as shown in FIGS. 10 and 12, and described
above. Anchor 88 is disposed about reduced diameter portion
92 and in its first orientation. Distal end 86 extends beyond
sleeve 58 and anchor 88 remains collapsed and unexpanded.
Needle 32 is rotated such that tip 90 engages tissue, such as,
for example, bone of vertebrae V, which causes anchor 88 to
deploy and expand radially outward, as described above, to its
second orientation, as shown in FIG. 13. The outer surface of
the coil configuration of anchor 88 frictionally engages the
bone such that guide wire 76 is disposed in a fixed position
with vertebrae V at the desired location at the surgical site.
Blunt tip 90 prevents further advancement of guide wire 76 in
the bone, as shown in FIG. 14.

Needle 32 is removable from guide wire 76 as described
above. Surgical components are advanced to the surgical site
over guide wire 76 at a desired location and trajectory of the
surgical site for the surgical procedure. Upon advancement of
the desired surgical components to the surgical site, adjust-
ment of surgical delivery instrument 30 and/or completion of
the surgical procedure, anchor 88 is moved from its second
orientation to the first orientation.
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Guide wire 76 is rotated to force anchor 88 to its first
orientation. Anchor 88 collapses and returns to the first ori-
entation such that the outer surface of anchor 88 is released
from frictional engagement with the bone and bore 96. Guide
wire 76 is removed from passageway 94, as shown in FIG. 15.

In one embodiment, guide wire 76 is employed to advance
implants, such as, for example, bone screws and rods (not
shown) to the surgical site. Upon completion of treatment
and/or desired removal of instrument 30, the coil portion of
anchor 88 may be pulled or withdrawn through a cannulated
portion of the implant such that anchor 88 elastically deforms
(shape memory) into the cannulation of the implant or other
surgical component and reform into its first orientation upon
exiting the cannulated portion.

It is envisioned that the use of microsurgical and image
guided technologies may be employed to access, view and
repair spinal deterioration or damage, with the aid of surgical
delivery instrument 30. Upon completion of the procedure,
surgical delivery instrument 30 is removed and the incision is
closed. It is contemplated that a surgical procedure employ-
ing surgical delivery instrument 30 may be used with various
surgical components, such as, for example, implants, surgical
tools and surgical instruments, such as, rasps, curettes, nerve
root retractors, tissue retractors, forceps, cutter, drills, scrap-
ers, reamers, separators, rongeurs, taps, cauterization instru-
ments, irrigation and/or aspiration instruments, illumination
instruments and/or inserter instruments.

In one embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 16-17F, surgical
delivery instrument 30, similar to that described with regard
to FIGS. 1-15, includes a needle 132, similar to needle 32,
having an elongated cavity, such as, for example, lumen 178
that defines an opening 180. A guide wire 176, similar to
guide wire 76, is advanced along lumen 178 for assembly
with needle 132. Guide wire 176 extends from a proximal end
(not shown) to a distal end 186. Guide wire 176 includes a
retainer, such as, for example, a flexible anchor 188. Anchor
188 is configured for disposal within lumen 178 and fixation
with tissue, and includes a tip 190. Tip 190 has a blunt con-
figuration and prevents undesired advancement of anchor 188
within tissue.

Within lumen 178, anchor 188 has a substantially linear
configuration. Needle 132 is delivered to a desired location at
a surgical site. Guide wire 176 is connected to an actuator (not
shown), similar to trigger housing 48, for deployment of
anchor 188.

Guide wire 176 is slidably moveable within lumen 178,
relative to needle 132, from a first position (FIG. 17A) to a
second position (FIG. 17F) such that anchor 188 is deploy-
able with tissue. Guide wire 176 is movable via actuation with
the actuator. It is contemplated that needle 132 remains sta-
tionary as distal end 186 exits opening 180. In the first posi-
tion of guide wire 176, anchor 188 is disposed within lumen
178 in its first orientation. In the first orientation, anchor 188
is in a substantially linear configuration and disposed coaxial
with a longitudinal axis of needle 132. Anchor 188 is elasti-
cally deformed and in a stressed condition to conform to
lumen 178.

As guide wire 176 is actuated and moved to its second
position, anchor 188 exits opening 180 and rotates about the
length of guide wire 176 to its unstressed, natural configura-
tion to form an expanded hook configuration in a second
orientation of anchor 188. Anchor 188 rotates to the expanded
hook configuration to frictionally engage tissue such that
guide wire 176 is disposed in a fixed position with the tissue
ata desired location at the surgical site. Blunt tip 190 prevents
further advancement of anchor 188 within the tissue.
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Needle 132 is removable from the surgical site such that
guide wire 176 passes through lumen 178 leaving anchor 188
fixed at the surgical site and guide wire 176 within the pro-
tected passageway. Needle 132 remains engaged with the
proximal end of guide wire 176. Surgical components can be
advanced to a surgical site over guide wire 176 at a desired
location and trajectory.

Upon completion of a surgical procedure or desired
removal of distal end 186 from the surgical site, needle 132 is
advanced along guide wire 176 such that distal end 136 is
returned to the surgical site adjacent anchor 188. The actuator
is manipulated such that guide wire 176 is retracted and
anchor 188 is pulled or withdrawn from the tissue and
released from frictional engagement therewith at the surgical
site. Anchor 188 elastically deforms via engagement with
lumen 178 adjacent opening 180. Anchor 188 moves from its
second orientation to its first orientation, as described above,
within lumen 178. Surgical delivery instrument 30, including
needle 132 and guide wire 176, is removed or adjusted from
the surgical site.

In one embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 18A-18F, surgical
delivery instrument 30, similar to that described with regard
to FIGS. 16-17F, includes needle 132 that defines lumen 178
having opening 180. Guide wire 176 is advanced along lumen
178 for assembly with needle 132. Guide wire 176 includes a
retainer, such as, for example, a flexible anchor 288. Anchor
288 is flexibly configured for disposal within lumen 178 and
fixation with tissue, and includes a tip 290. Tip 290 has a blunt
configuration and prevents undesired advancement of anchor
288 within tissue.

Within lumen 178, anchor 288 has a substantially linear
configuration. Needle 132 is delivered to a desired location at
a surgical site. Guide wire 176 is slidably movable, relative to
needle 132, from a first position, similar to that shown in FIG.
17A, to a second position (FIG. 18F) such that anchor 188 is
deployable with tissue. In the first position of guide wire 176,
anchor 288 is disposed within lumen 178 in its first orienta-
tion in a substantially linear configuration and disposed
coaxial with the longitudinal axis of needle 132. In the first
orientation, anchor 188 is elastically deformed and in a
stressed condition to conform to lumen 178. As guide wire
176 is actuated and moved to its second position, anchor 288
exits opening 180, and rotates about the length of guide wire
176 to its unstressed, natural configuration to form an
expanded loop configuration in a second orientation, as
shown in FIGS. 18 A-18F, of anchor 288. Anchor 288 rotates
to the expanded loop configuration to frictionally engage
tissue such that guide wire 176 is disposed in a fixed position
with the tissue at a desired location at the surgical site. Blunt
tip 290 prevents further advancement of anchor 288 within
the tissue.

Needle 132 is removable from the surgical site such that
guide wire 176 passes through lumen 178 leaving anchor 288
fixed at the surgical site and guide wire 176 within the pro-
tected passageway. Needle 132 remains engaged with the
proximal end of guide wire 176. Surgical components can be
advanced to a surgical site over guide wire 176 at a desired
location and trajectory.

Upon completion of a surgical procedure or desired
removal of distal end 186 from the surgical site, needle 132 is
advanced along guide wire 176 such that distal end 136 is
returned to the surgical site adjacent anchor 288. The actuator
is manipulated such that guide wire 176 is retracted and
anchor 288 is pulled or withdrawn from the tissue and
released from frictional engagement therewith at the surgical
site. Anchor 288 elastically deforms via engagement with
lumen 178 adjacent opening 180. Anchor 288 moves from its
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second orientation to its first orientation, as described above,
within lumen 178. Surgical delivery instrument 30, including
needle 132 and guide wire 176, is removed or adjusted from
the surgical site.

In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 19, surgical delivery
instrument 30, similar that described with regard to FIGS.
1-15, includes needle 32 having an arcuate distal end 336.
Distal end 336 has a blunt tip configuration. Needle 32
includes guide wire 76 (not shown) configured for relative
slidable movement within an elongated cavity such as, for
example, a lumen 378, similar to lumen 178 described with
regard to FIGS. 16-18F. Lumen 378 is co-axial with the
longitudinal axis of needle 32 and has an arcuate distal por-
tion 379. Lumen 378 defines an opening 380 similar to open-
ings 80, 180, adjacent the blunt tip of needle 32.

In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 20, surgical delivery
instrument 30, similar to that described with regard to FIGS.
1-15, includes needle 32 having guide wire 76 (not shown)
configured for relative slidable movement within an elon-
gated cavity, such as, for example, a lumen 478, similar to
lumen 178 described with regard to FIGS. 16-18F. Lumen
478 is co-axial with the longitudinal axis of needle 32 and has
an arcuate distal portion 479. Lumen 478 defines an opening
480 similar to openings 80, 180, disposed proximal to the
distal end 336.

In one embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 21A-21D, surgical
delivery instrument 30, similar to that described above,
includes a guide wire, similar to guides wires 76, 176, having
a retainer, such as for example, a flexible anchor 588, which
is flexibly configured for disposal within a lumen, similar to
lumens 78, 178, and fixation within tissue. Anchor 588 has a
tip 590, which includes a blunt tip configuration and prevents
undesired advancement of anchor 588 within tissue.

Anchor 588 is deployable from a first orientation to a
second orientation. In its first orientation, anchor 588 is dis-
posed within the lumen of the needle in a substantially linear
configuration (not shown) and disposed co-axial with the
longitudinal axis of the needle. In the first orientation, anchor
588 is clastically deformed and in a stressed condition to
conform to the lumen.

As anchor 588 exits the opening adjacent the distal end of
the needle, the linear configuration of anchor 588 rotates in
multiple orientations about the length of the guide wire to its
unstressed, natural configuration (shape memory) to form a
multiple leg 592, expanded clip configuration in a second
orientation, as shown in FIGS. 21A-21D. Anchor 588 rotates
to the multiple leg, expanded clip configuration to frictionally
engage tissue for disposal of the guide wire in a fixed position
with the tissue at a desired location at the surgical site. Blunt
tip 590 prevents further undesired advancement of anchor
588 within the tissue.

Upon completion of a surgical procedure or desired
removal of anchor 588 from the surgical site, similar to that
described with regard to FIGS. 16-18F, anchor 588 is pulled
or withdrawn from the tissue and released from frictional
engagement therewith at the surgical site. Anchor 588 elasti-
cally deforms via engagement with the needle lumen and
moves from its second orientation to its first orientation, as
described above.

It will be understood that various modifications may be
made to the embodiments disclosed herein. Therefore, the
above description should not be construed as limiting, but
merely as exemplification of the various embodiments. Those
skilled in the art will envision other modifications within the
scope and spirit of the claims appended hereto.
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What is claimed is:

1. A surgical instrument comprising:

a needle extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, and defining a longitudinal axis, the needle includ-
ing an elongated cavity that defines an opening disposed
proximal to the distal end; and

a wire extending between a proximal end and a distal end
configured for fixation with tissue, the proximal end of
the wire extending parallel to the longitudinal axis and
being movably disposed within the cavity, and the distal
end of the wire being positioned outside of the cavity, the
distal end of the wire being wrapped helically about the
needle;

the distal end of the wire defines a retainer configured to
prevent advancement of the retainer within the tissue,
and wherein the elongated cavity is an open groove
defined in an outer surface of the needle.

2. The surgical instrument of claim 1, wherein the needle
further defines a reduced diameter portion disposed between
the distal end of the needle and the opening, the reduced
diameter portion being configured for disposal of the retainer.

3. The surgical instrument of claim 1, wherein the elon-
gated cavity further defines an arcuate portion adjacent the
opening.

4. The surgical instrument of claim 1, wherein the proximal
end of the needle is connected with an actuator configured to
deploy the wire such that the distal end of the wire fixes with
the tissue.

5. The surgical instrument of claim 1, further comprising a
sleeve disposed about the needle and being configured to
retain the wire within the elongated cavity.

6. A surgical instrument comprising:

a needle extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, and defining a longitudinal axis, the needle includ-
ing an elongated cavity that defines an opening disposed
proximal to the distal end; and

a guide wire extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, the proximal end of the guide wire extending par-
allel to the longitudinal axis and being slidably disposed
within the elongated cavity, the distal end of the guide
wire including a flexible anchor wrapped helically about
the needle, the distal end of the guide wire being posi-
tioned outside of the elongated cavity, wherein the flex-
ible anchor is movable between a first orientation and a
second orientation such that the anchor is expanded for
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removable fixation with tissue and in a configuration to
prevent further advancement of the anchor within the
tissue, wherein the needle defines an outer surface, the
outer surface including the elongated cavity that is con-
figured as an open groove.

7. The surgical instrument of claim 6, wherein the needle
further defines a reduced diameter portion disposed between
the distal end of the needle and the opening, the reduced
diameter portion being configured for disposal of the anchor.

8. The surgical instrument of claim 7, wherein the anchor
has an expandable coil configuration disposed circumferen-
tially about the reduced diameter portion of the needle.

9. The surgical instrument of claim 6, further comprising a
sleeve disposed about the needle and being configured to
retain the guide wire within the elongated cavity.

10. The surgical instrument of claim 6, further comprising
a handle connected to the needle, the handle including a
safety element connected to the needle and movable between
a first position such that the anchor is prevented from moving
to the second orientation and a second position such that the
anchor is free to move to the second orientation.

11. A surgical instrument comprising:

a needle extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, and defining a longitudinal axis and an outer sur-
face, the outer surface defining an open groove including
an opening disposed proximal to the distal end;

a guide wire comprising a proximal end extending parallel
to the longitudinal axis and being slidably disposed
within the groove, the guide wire comprising a distal end
including a flexible anchor having a blunt tip, the anchor
being positioned outside of the cavity, the anchor being
wrapped helically about the needle, the needle being
movable between a first orientation such that the anchor
is disposed in a collapsed configuration with the needle
and a second, deployed orientation such that the anchor
is expanded for fixation with tissue and the blunt tip is
disposed to prevent further advancement of the anchor
within the tissue;

a sleeve disposed about the needle; and

an actuator connected to the needle and the sleeve to effect
movement of the needle between a first position such
that the anchor is enclosed by the sleeve and a second
position such that the anchor is free to move to the
second orientation.
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